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suffered from stagnation in the way that morals and religion
now suffer, the scientists who tried to split the atom would
have been imprisoned; those who succeeded, crucified.
The case for Shaw the Immoralist, then, is that all pro-
gress depends on change, and that all evolution in thought
or conduct first appears as heresy and misconduct. * And as
the law of God in any sense of the word which can now com-
mand a faith proof against science is a law of evolution, it
follows that the law of God is a law of change, and that
when the Churches set themselves against change as such,
they are setting themselves against the law of God.' This
was the underlying thought that made Saint Joan such a
vital and inspired play. For in casting out Joan and
handing her over to its secular arm to be burnt, the Church
was unwittingly denying the latest revelation of Divine
Purpose, destroying a tentacle of Creative Evolution, spoil-
ing an experiment of the Life Force, and refusing to receive
into its uncatholic bosom an embodiment of the Word,
In the preface to On the Rocks Shaw puts these same
thoughts into a dramatic duologue between Jesus and
Pilate, part of which runs as follows:
JESUS. Without sedition and blasphemy the world would stand
still and the kingdom of God never be a stage nearer. The
Roman Empire began with a wolf suckling two human infants.
If these infants had not been wiser than their fostermother your
empire would be a pack of wolves. It is by children who are
wiser than their fathers, subjects who are wiser than their emperors,
beggars and vagrants who are wiser than their priests, that men
rise from being beasts of prey to believing in me and being saved.
PILATE. What do you mean by believing in you ?
JESUS. Seeing the world as I do.    What else could it mean ?
PILATE. And you are the Christ, the Messiah, eh ?
JESUS. Were I Satan, my argument would still hold.
PILATE. And I am to spare and encourage every heretic, every rebel,
every lawbreaker, every rapscallion lest he should turn out to be
wiser than all the generations who made the Roman law and built
up the Roman Empire on it?
JESUS. By their fruits ye shall know them. Beware how you kill
a thought that is new to you. For that thought may be the
foundation of the kingdom of God on earth.
PILATE. It may also be the ruin of all kingdoms, all law, and all